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Resolution for a Moratorium on Changing Nonharmful Eponymous English Bird Names 
4 April 2024 

 
To: Colleen Handel, President, The American Ornithological Society (AOS) 
Re: Concerning the 1 Nov. 2023 announcement and majority opinion by the AOS English Bird 

Names Committee (EBNC) that all eponymous English bird names in the Western 
Hemisphere be replaced.   

From: Steven R. Beissinger, Peter P. Marra, James V. Remsen  
 
This resolution requests reconsideration of the minority view of the EBNC report that states: 
“The minority view is that potentially offensive names should be considered on a case-by-case 
basis, and that only those names which cause offense for reasons other than simply having been 
named after a person should be changed.” Our reasons for requesting reconsideration include:  

1. The 2800+ members of the AOS were not given a formal opportunity to provide input into 
this decision, in contrast to the broad engagement with AOS members on controversial 
decisions over the past decade, such as merging its predecessor societies (AOU and COS) 
and changing the names of its journals. 

2. The debate over English bird names has become a highly divisive and publicized issue in 
the ornithological and birding communities (c.f. this petition and the comments from the 
general public). 

3. The AOS should stand for tolerance and equity, but also for inclusivity in welcoming a 
diversity of opinions on such a subjective issue as eponymous bird names, which comprise 
less than 5% of our English bird names. An inclusive viewpoint would recognize that 
many people like inoffensive eponyms that honor deserving individuals, or prefer to avoid 
the disruption caused by numerous name changes.  

4. The North American and South American Classification Committees, which have been in 
charge of designating English bird names for over a century, voted 20-1 to enact a case-by-
case approach to name changes rather than a total removal of eponyms. 

5. The AOS is an evidence-based scientific society with the capacity and resources to make 
case-by-case, transparent determinations about which individuals deserve to be honored 
with bird names, to consult experts from relevant fields, and to survey its members on their 
opinions about changing English bird names. 

Therefore, we the undersigned ask the AOS leadership to proceed with a pilot project to replace 
obviously harmful names, but defer on replacing all eponymous names until a more inclusive 
approach is undertaken to inform the decision to remove all eponymous names, which would 
include:  

(a) thorough and open discussion among the AOS membership of this matter,  
(b) input from the general public and other North American and international ornithological 

 societies is received, and  
(c) a formal poll of the membership is held to inform a decision of this magnitude.  

[Continued on next page with a list of the 231 Fellows who have signed] 
 

https://www.change.org/p/petition-to-aos-leadership-on-the-recent-decision-to-change-all-eponymous-bird-names?redirect=false
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Signed by 231 AOS Fellows as of 4 April 2024: 
 
Past Presidents (AOS/AOU/COS):  Steven R. Beissinger3, Erica H. Dunn7, John Faaborg, 
Mercedes S. Foster1,2, Frank B. Gill3, Susan M. Haig5,7, Francis C. James5, Scott M. Lanyon7, 
Kathy Martin3, C. John Ralph7, John T. Rotenberry2,3,7, Glenn E. Walsberg2,7 
Past Officers (AOS/AOU/COS)1:  Jeffrey D. Brawn, Barbara E. Kus7, Stephen M. Russell, 
Frederick S. Sheldon7 
Past AOS Journal Editors and Associate Editors2:  Alan H. Brush7, David S. Dobkin7, Mark 
E. Hauber7, Walter D. Koenig3,5,7, Michael T. Murphy, Michael A. Patten7, Brett Sandercock7, 
Gary D. Schnell, James Sedinger, T. Scott Sillett, Phillip C Stouffer7, Wesley W. Weathers, 
Timothy F. Wright 
Brewster Award Winners3:  Kenneth P. Able, Craig W. Benkman, Joanna Burger, Sidney A. 
Gauthreaux, Geoffrey E. Hill, Douglas W. Mock, Eugene S. Morton, Lewis W. Oring1, Robert B. 
Payne5, J.V. Remsen, Stephen I. Rothstein, Jr., Noel F.R. Snyder, Sandra L. Vehrencamp, Jeffrey 
R. Walters, Robert M. Zink 
Coues Award Winners4:  Bruce M. Beehler, P. Dee Boersma, Charles R. Brown, Joel L. 
Cracraft, André A Dhondt, Jared Diamond, Peter O. Dunn, Donald E. Kroodsma, Bruce E. Lyon, 
Peter P. Marra, Robert Montgomerie, Sievert Rohwer, Thomas B. Smith, F. Gary Stiles, Bridget 
J.M. Stutchbury, Linda A. Whittingham 
Miller Award Winners5:  Janice L. Dickinson, Peter R. Grant3, Keith A. Hobson4, Ellen D. 
Ketterson4, Gordon H. Orians3, A. Townsend Peterson, Trevor D. Price, Carol M. Vleck, John C. 
Wingfield4, Tony D Williams 

Schreiber Award Winners6:  David G. Ainley, Francesca J. Cuthbert, Scott R. Derrickson, 
Ralph J. Gutiérrez, Robert S. Ridgely, Lisa G. Sorenson, Eric A. VanderWerf, Joseph M. 
Wunderle Jr. 
Jenkinson/Stettenheim/Cooper Honorary Award Winners7:  Joseph R. Jehl, Jr., Lloyd F. Kiff, 
M. Ross Lein, Jay M. Sheppard, Carla Cicero Studley, Max C. Thompson 
Honorary Fellows:  Carlos Bosque (Venezuela), Franz Bairlein (Germany), Timothy R. 
Birkhead (UK), John Croxall (United Kingdom), Jon Fjeldså (Denmark), Joseph M. Forshaw 
(Australia), B. Rosemary Grant3,5 (UK), Josep del Hoyo (Spain), Andrew E. McKechnie (South 
Africa), Manuel Nores (Argentina), Manuel A. Plenge (Peru), Richard Schodde (Australia) 
Fellows:  Alexandre Aleixo, David E. Andersen, Juan I. Areta, Keith A. Arnold, Todd W. Arnold, 
Robert A. Askins, Jonathan L. Atwood, Alexander V. Badyaev, George F. Barrowclough, James 
C. Bednarz, Matthew G. Betts, Robert O. Bierregaard, David M. Bird, John G. Blake, William 
M. Block, Peter Boag, Eric K. Bollinger, Rauri C.K. Bowie, Michael J. Braun, Leonard A. 
Brennan, Donald J. Brightsmith, Robb T. Brumfield, Sarah E. Bush, Carolee Caffrey, Angelo P. 
Capparella, R. Terry Chesser, Anne B. Clark, Dale H. Clayton, Nathan W. Cooper, Robert J. 
Cooper, Robert H. Day, Anthony W. Diamond, Paul F. Doherty, Jr., Carla J. Dove, Hugh 
Drummond, Renee A. Duckworth, David C. Duffy, Jon L. Dunn, John M. Eadie, Jessica R. 
Eberhard, Patricia Escalante-Pliego, Andrew Farnsworth, Alan Feduccia, Robert J. Fletcher, 
Charles Francis, Peter C. Frederick, Dale Gawlik, Kimball J. Garrett, Anthony J. Gaston, Gilles 
Gauthier, Cameron K. Ghalambor, H. Lisle Gibbs, Daniel D. Gibson, Robert E. Gill, Michael 
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Gochfeld, Gary R. Graves, Joseph A. Grzybowski, Susan J. Hannon, Steven L. Hilty, Janet G. 
Hinshaw, Rebecca L. Holberton, Dominique G. Homberger, Peter Houde, Kate P. Huyvaert, 
Eduardo E. Inigo Elias, Morton L. Isler, Jerome A. Jackson, Alex E. Jahn, Fabian M. Jaksic, Leo 
Joseph, Jeremy J. Kirchman, Steven C. Latta, Douglas J. Levey, Haw Chuan Lim, Michael P. 
Lombardo, Irby J. Lovette, Andrew Mack, Jeffrey S. Marks, John M. Marzluff, John E. 
McCormack, Scott R. McWilliams, David P. Mindell, Miguel A. Mora, Douglass H. Morse, 
Michael L. Morrison, Robert G. Moyle, J. P. Myers, Adolfo G. Navarro-Sigüenza, Gerald J. 
Niemi, Barry R. Noon, John P. O’Neill, Alan F. Poole, Harry W. Power, J. Jordan Price, H. 
Douglas Pratt, Stephen Pruett-Jones, J. Michael Reed, Mark B. Robbins, Scott K. Robinson, W. 
Douglas Robinson, Kenneth V. Rosenberg, Dustin R. Rubenstein, William A. Searcy, Çağan H. 
Şekercioğlu, John A. Smallwood, Stephan J Schoech, Betty Anne Schreiber, Peter B. Stacey, 
Karen Steenhof, Scott H. Stoleson, Paul Sweet, Sabrina S. Taylor, Stanley A. Temple, Max C. 
Thompson, Charles F. Thompson, Rodger D. Titman, Diana F. Tomback, Christopher M. Tonra, 
Philip Unitt, Marc-André Villard, Gary Voelker, Margaret A. Voss, Michael P. Ward, Doris J. 
Watt, David F. Westneat, Nathaniel T. Wheelwright, Bret M. Whitney, Karen L. Wiebe, David S. 
Wilcove, R. Haven Wiley, Joseph B. Williams, Chris C. Witt, Blair O. Wolf, Ken Yasukawa, 
Liana Y. Zanette 


